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Latin America and Japan in the 80's 

CARLOS M O N E T A 

1982 S A W T H E B E G I N N I N G O F an unprecedented crisis i n L a t i n A m e r i c a . Th i s 
crisis is the result of several and very complex internal and external econo­
mic, pol i t ical and strategic factors, l inked to the models of development and 
the socio-economic and pol i t ica l structures wh ich are found today in La t in 
A m e r i c a n countries, as we l l as to the modalities of interaction w i t h the 
internat ional system. T h i s si tuation forces L a t i n A m e r i c a to formulate once 
again and in greater depth its national, interregional and wor ld objectives 
and policies, in order to be able to sustain min ima l ly satisfactory levels of 
development. Strengthening regional cooperation and integrat ion is a cen­
tral axis of this new or ienta t ion but it cannot by itself replace a l l of the 
external dynamic factors. O n the other hand, the wor ld economic crisis and 
its effect on L a t i n A m e r i c a and the rest of the T h i r d W o r l d , makes it 
necessary to seek concerted solutions between developed and developing 
countries. It is therefore necessary to find a new basis to formulate the 
relations of L a t i n A m e r i c a w i t h the great industrial ized countries wh ich w i l l 
contribute to the ordered, just and solid reconstruction of the current inter­
nat ional scene. In this context an attempt is made in the present paper to 
visualize the role that economic relations between La t in A m e r i c a andjapan 
can play dur ing the current decade. T o this end, the vulnerable economic 
situation of L a t i n A m e r i c a and the model of its relations w i t h developed 
countries has been taken into account. O n this basis, the strengthening of 
economic relations w i t h Japan that are organized in accordance w i t h criteria 
and pr inciples worked out w i t h mutual accord, are explored. 

Hafiz, the Poet Who Represented 
the Best in Sufism 

N A S R O L L A H S. FATEMI 

S U F I S M H A S B E E N D E F I N E D B O T H as "the apprehension of d iv ine realities" 

and as "a universal message of love, brotherhood, and unity of man." It is not 
a re l ig ion; it does not create another church or a new sect, but attempts, in 
the words of R u m i , "to e l iminate conflicts, feuds, fights, and to unite people 
in love and harmony." In H a f i z , the great mystic poet of Persia , we find the 
best manifestations of the Sufi ideas. M o s t of his poems were wri t ten i n his 
later years, and the question of the li teral or symbolic meanings of them has 
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been raised by many: some w i l l have it that the wine of H a f i z was the 
wine of the spiri t , and the love he celebrates was the love of G o d . 

Cons ider ing the fine sensitivity and acute susceptibility w h i c h irradiate 
from his poetry, it is remarkable how this liberal and humane poet preserved the 
strength and serenity of his poetic imaginations i n the face of the bloody 
events o n his time. 

Few Or ien ta l poets have enjoyed as much praise f rom W e s t e r n savants 
as H a f i z , for example, E m e r s o n and Goethe. T h e latter, i n his W e s t o s t l i c h e r 
D t w a n (West-Eastern D i v a n ) , l ike H a f i z , escapes f rom the pa infu l l w o r l d of 
conflict to the realm of love and hope. H e admits that the knowledge of 
H a f i z and his phi losophy enabled h i m to rejuvenate his life. G e r t r u d L . Be l l , 
an orientalist who translated many of Haf iz ' s odes into E n g l i s h at the end of 
the nineteenth century, gives a crit ical, objective and masterful evaluations 
of his literary work, compar ing both H a f i z and Dante, and saying: "But 
some of us w i l l feel that the apparent indifference of H a f i z lends to his 
phi losophy a quality which Dante did not possess." 

Economic Cooperation between Africa 
and Latin America 

MIGUEL A L V A R E Z URIARTE 

IN T H I S A R T I C L E , T H E E C O N O M I C cooperation between Af r i ca and L a t i n 
A m e r i c a is analysed in three parts: 1 ) B o t h regions, as members of the 
developing wor id , are t rying to establish a new internat ional economic 
order. T o achieve this, they w i l l have to strengthen their mutual ties 
through collective selfconfidence, i n order to enhance their negotiat iong 
power w i th more prosperous nations; 2 ) In their interregional contacts, 
Af r i ca and La t in A m e r i c a take important init iatives wh ich present attrac­
tive options of cooperation w i t h i n the framework of support offered by 
several Un i t ed Na t ions agencies; and 3 ) T h e recent development o n a 
bilateral level of economic relations between the countries of both regions, 
represents a valuable lesson wi th regard to what it teaches about reciprocal 
benefits, problems and actions. 

T h e bilateral relations between a number of L a t i n A m e r i c a n and Afr ican 
countries w i l l be analysed, w i t h detailed studies of four cases: B r a z i l , A r g e n ­
tina, Cubajand Mex ico . It is concluded that i n the decade of the 8 0 s , to judge 
by the levels of reciprocal economic cooperation maintained between Af r i ca 
and L a t i n Amer i ca , there has developed an embryonic situation i n which 
elements of an irreversible phenomenon should continue under their own 
impulse. 


